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1.10    Review 5-9

Read the following paragraph. It was written as one long sentence. Rewrite it 
using all the tools we discussed above. Separate each independent clause into 
its own sentence or join it to another clause with a coordinating conjunction. 
Add commas where necessary.2

One night, I woke up I heard noises coming from the hallway I was 
very scared I decided to investigate I got out of bed went out to the 
hallway I heard scratching noises coming from the back door I was 
very frightened I went down the stairs I opened the back door a crack 
I burst out laughing it was our cat Marshmallow trying to get into the 
house because it had started to rain.

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

One night, I woke up, and I heard noises coming from the hallway. I was very scared, so 

I decided to investigate. I got out of bed and went out to the hallway. I heard scratch-

ing noises coming from the back door, and I was very frightened. I went down the stairs, 

opened the back door a crack, and burst out laughing. It was our cat Marshmallow try-

ing to get into the house, because it had started to rain.                                                                              

2.
Students may ask how much leeway they have to reword the sentences in this passage. The answer to that question is up 
to the discretion of the teacher. However, for the purpose of the exercise it is best to limit rewording of the sentences. Our 
suggestion would be to use the following guidelines:
1. All coordinating conjunctions are okay to add or remove (for, and, but, so, or, yet, nor).
2. All pronouns are okay to add or remove (I, he, she, they, it, etc.).
3. All transitions are okay to add or remove (first, then, after, soon, later, etc.).
4. No other words may be added or removed.
5. No reordering the words.


