Chapter 8:
Hitler and the Nazis’
Rise to Power

Chapter 8

Introduction:
The Nazi Party
We are now introduced to Hitler as an individual.
Hitler was basically a failure in his personal life. He
did not have much direction in life, never accomplished anything significant, and did not have much
of a social life. When the Great War broke out, Hitler
finally found a cause that he could live and strive for.
He would live to fight to honor his country.
The defeat of Germany hurt Hitler terribly, and he
longed for the day that he would be able to restore
the glory of Germany.
Hitler identified with the Nazi party and its cause.
Along with the desire to see Germany as the preeminent world power, came a tremendous hatred for
the Jewish people. This is not to be understood as a
senseless blind hatred. Hitler understood very well
what the Jewish people represent in the world, and
he was out to destroy them specifically because of
that.
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Lesson 1: The Nazi Party
HISTORY OF THE FUHRER
1889
1.Adolf Hitler was born in _________,
in the
town of Braunau. This was a small town on
the Austrian side of the German-Austrian
border. He was basically a nobody as a
did not
young man. He _____________
excel in
school, or in anything, for that matter.
However, he did think that he had artistic
talent. Unfortunately for him, he was
rejected
___________
twice from the Academy of
Fine Arts in Vienna. Nevertheless, he
painted postcards and sold many of his
Jews
paintings to tourists and _________.
2.From the age of _______-_______
(from
24
18
the years 1907-1913), Hitler lived in Vienna,
Austria.
Vienna
was
highly
Shack built of loose boards and parts, during the
anti-Semitic
______________________.
Later on, Hitler
Great Depression.
wrote, in his anti-Semitic book titled Mein
Kampf, that he was ________________
by the sight of the Jews.
horrified
3.When World War I broke out, in 1914, Hitler was rejected from the Austrian army for
German
some reason. Therefore, he fought with the ___________
army until he was wounded
towards the end of the war by poison gas.
THE NAZI PARTY
Munich
4.After the war was over, Hitler settled in __________,
a city in the Bavarian Republic
(one of the states of Germany). This was an area that attracted many radicals who hated
Weimar Republic
the new ___________________________.
5.Hitler joined a small party called the Deutsche
Arbeiterspartei, or the DAP. In English, this would mean the
German Workers Party
________________________________.
Within a year, he had
gained full control of the party and he changed its name to
Die Nationalsoczialistische Deutsche Arbeiterpartei. In English,
this
means
The
National
Socialist
German
Workers
Party
___________________________________________. This was
popularly known as the Nazi Party.
WHAT THEY BELIEVED
6.This party was against many things. They hated:
Weimar Republic
a.The ______________________
Versailles
b.The Treaty of _________________________________
c.Capitalism- This means an economic system based on
capital
private people owning ___________(money).
d.The Jews. They believed in the international
Jewish conspiracy
“_________________________________”.
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Cartoon of a swastika
trampling the Treaty of
Versailles.

Chapter 8

Introduction:
The Nazi Party Grows
Hitler’s journey from a loner to leader of one of
the most civilized and sophisticated nations of the
world is a story of amazing Hashgacha Protis (Divine Providence). This was something that no one
would have expected to happen. We study the chain
of events that led up to Hitler coming to power in order to appreciate this hidden miracle, which shows
how Hashem was controlling the events taking
place (even though it would lead to terrible suffering
for the Jewish people).
We are introduced to the “Storm Troopers” of the
Nazi party. These so called “Storm Troopers,” made
the Nazi party unique amongst the rest of the political
parties. They had their own gang of bullies that would
eventually number in the millions. These men began
a long process of “abusing” the voting system and
bullying the German people into supporting the Nazi
party. At the same time, these organized bullies made
impressive rallies that aroused feelings of nationalistic
pride, which increased their number of supporters.
In order to properly understand the Beer Hall
Putsch, present the following point to the class:
Hitler had a lifelong admiration of Benito Mussolini, the dictator of Italy. The failed Beer Hall Putsch
was modeled after Mussolini’s takeover of Italy,
where he inspired and mobilized his country to top-
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ple the government without a shot being fired. Hitler tried to copy Mussolini in taking over the country
by mobilizing all of his supporters together, without
an actual revolution or war. This admiration would
eventually cause Hitler to work with Mussolini as an
ally during World War II. Although Mussolini was
initially more powerful than Hitler, eventually Hitler
surpassed him in power and military might. Yet, the
admiration that Hitler felt for Mussolini did not wane.
There were many times that Hitler’s military campaign was delayed by Mussolini and his bungled
attempts to gain power. Ultimately, Hitler even delayed his attack on Russia, which eventually helped
lead to Germany losing that part of the war.
Chazal tell us that Hashem creates the salvation
before the punishment. As we study the history of
the rise and fall of Hitler and Nazism, this theme will
become clear again and again.
At this point, the Nazi party was not yet considered
totally radical. Even though the fundamental ideas
that the Party was based on were radical, people did
not see the extent of how strictly the Nazis believed
-and would act upon- these ideas. The party had the
support of prominent Germans at this point (I.e. General Eric Ludendorff ). Later on, some of these same
Germans would speak out against the Nazis.
We are introduced to Hitler’s Mein Kampf, which
was written while Hitler was in jail due to the Beer
Hall Putsch.
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Lesson 2: The Nazi Party Grows
THE PARTY GROWS
1.Hitler was a powerful speaker and a charismatic
leader. He attracted many new members to the Nazi
far from the
Party. However, this party was still _______
“center” of German politics. This party did not control
Germany at this point in time.
1921
2.In ___________,
Hitler began gathering groups of
thugs to serve the Nazi party by harassing and
___________
beating those who opposed their party. These people
brown shirts
would wear __________________,
and were known as the
SA which stood for Sturmabteilung (storm troopers).
______,
These men were paid for their work. Many Germans who
SA Within ten years, there
needed jobs joined the ______.
400,000 SA brutes . By the
were approximately _____________
time Hitler came to power in 1933, there were around
2,000,000
_____________________
members of this group of thugs!!
1

THE BEER HALL PUTSCH
Germany
3.Hitler wanted to take over ____________.
In
SA members marching in
November of _______,
1923 Hitler led a “revolution” in an
___________
Nuremburg, Germany,
Bavaria
attempt to take over the government in ______________.
September 1933.
Putsch is defined by the Merriam Webster Dictionary as
“a secretly plotted and suddenly executed attempt to
overthrow a government”. This is what Hitler was attempting to do.
20 other men. He announced to the
4.Hitler marched into a HUGE beer hall with _____
3,000 men, who were busy drinking
___________
beer, that the old government is dead, and it
was time for a new government to begin.
600 SA surrounded the building,
While ______
political leaders
Hitler tried to convince ________________,
who had been busy drinking beer, that they
overthrow
should
_________________
the
local
government.

Hitler speaking at the Beer Hall Putsch.


1

Brutes: violent people
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2,000
5.The next day, approximately __________
men began to march to the center of Munich, in
an attempt to begin a movement to overthrow
the government. As they neared the
Marienplatz (town center), the police and army
14 of them.
opened fire on the Nazis, killing _____
4
police
(In the gunfight, ________________ were killed
as well.) Hitler and his followers were arrested
and put on trial.
6.According to German law, Hitler should
have
been
given
a
life
imprisonment
___________________________. However, he
managed to turn the courtroom into a political
theater. His powerful speaking skills got the
SA members at the Beer Hall Putsch.
judges to _____________
him and his cause. He
support
5 year
was only given a ___________
prison sentence, and only ended up serving
5 months
_______________!
Eric Ludendorﬀ a World War I hero.
7.One of the leaders of this Putsch was General ________________,
The
Dohlstoss
Remember, he was the author of the _________________! This fellow was not given any
prison term
_______________,
because he was such a prestigious German. Having this General on the
legitimacy
Nazi party gave _______________
to the party even among more conservative people.
FIVE MONTHS IN JAIL
8.During the five months
that Hitler spent in prison,
he began to write his book
Mein Kampf
entitled “______________”,
which
means
My Struggle
_____________________.
9.In this book of racism
and hatred, Hitler describes
his mission and his
struggle
“_______________”.
The
book begins with an
autobiography
_____________________,
where Hitler describes his
early
encounters
with
Defendants in the Beer Hall Putsch trial. From left to right: Pernet,
Jews
________.
It also outlines
Weber,
Frick, Kriebel, Ludendorff, Hitler, Bruckner, Röhm, and Wagner.
his struggle and life’s
rid
mission to ____________
the world from the Jews and their influence- as we already discussed.
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Mein Kampf

Hitler in jail after the Beer Hall Putsch incident.
Notice the fine accommodations for him even in jail.

Title page of Mein Kampf

Hitler speaking to a large crowd.

A quote from the Encyclopedia Britannica about Mein Kampf: In style, Mein
Kampf has been appropriately deemed turgid¹, repetitious², wandering, illogical,
and, in the first edition at least, filled with grammatical errorsall reflecting a halfeducated man. It was skillfully demagogic³, however, appealing to many dissatisfied
elements⁴ in Germany- the ultra-nationalistic, the anti-Semitic, the antidemocratic,
the anti-Marxist, and the military.
¹turgid: boring and overcomplicated
²repetitious: repeating itself
³demagogic: from an emotional leader
⁴elements: groups of people
Hitler and the Nazis’ Rise to Power ■ A History of the Jewish People
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Introduction:
The Struggle
This is one of the most important lessons to drive
home to students as we approach the study of World
War II, and is often ignored (intentionally and unintentionally) by many scholars of the war.
It is important to understand that Hitler had a
very clear vision in his mind when he set out to conquer the world. His primary motivation was the
destruction of the Jews! To conquer the world was
the means to that end.
Many historians try to explain Hitler’s campaign
as an attempt to grab power. Indeed, history is full
of power seekers and those trying to conquer the
world. The war against the Jews is portrayed as
a side project of Hitler. (There was even a documentary on World War II that barely mentioned the
Jews.) Although this description might describe
Hitler’s allies more accurately, Hitler himself made
his goal very clear. The goal of Nazism was to make
the world Judenrein- free of Jews.
Refer to the statement made by Hitler which
clearly illustrates this point.
It is fascinating that Hitler had a very clear understanding of what the Jews stand for. The Jew

was trying to sanctify the body and the world! He
also understood that the vkhn ,hrc is the commandment that declares the idea of ;udv ,ause (holiness
of the human body). Finally, he understood that the
Jews’ very existence proclaims that there is a higher
moral authority (“conscience on its soul”). To Hitler, these ideas “shackle humanity” and do not allow
the human race to act as they please. The only way
that Hitler could see the world as “free” was by destroying those whose existence suggests otherwise.
Hence, the “Struggle”.
Towards the end of the war, the German army experienced setbacks, and suffered horrendous losses in Russia. Hitler’s generals pleaded for reinforcements. The German army desperately needed trains
to transport troops and supplies to the front lines.
Eichmann insisted that he needed the trains to transport Hungarian Jews to their deaths in Auschwitz.
The question was sent to Hitler. Should the trains be
used to save his army or should they be used to kill
the Jews? The answer was unequivocal. The trains
should be used for the killing of the Jews. It is clear
that was where the real war was being fought.
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Lesson 3: The “Struggle”

INTRODUCTION:
1.Come join us as we spend a bit of time studying
what exactly the war against the Jews was all about.
Believe it or not, that madman that we had learned
about, named Hitler, knew exactly what a Jew stood
for. He also knew that as long as there was a single
Jew on this planet he would have to struggle and
fight them.
WHAT THE "STRUGGLE” WAS ABOUT

2.Hitler explains, in Mein Kampf that
the Jew
_______________
is the “force” that he and the
German people must overcome.
Hitler screaming like a madman while speaking
3.He explains further that his “real struggle”
at the Reichstag- and all of the Germans
was
with
the
Jewish
attempt
to
answered “Heil! Heil!”.
sanctify the human being
________________________________________
and the entire world!
4.He believed that it was the mission of the German race to “crush the Jewish vermin”
save the world
and _____________________
from the Jew.
WHAT THE FUHRER SAID
5.The following is a quote of Hitler talking to his friend Rauschning:
“It is true that we are barbarians; that is an honor to us. [Think: Why would it be an honor
to be called a “barbarian”?] I free humanity from the shackles of the soul and the degrading
suffering caused by the false vision called conscience and ethics.”
The following is a loose translation in modern English:
“It’s true that we are totally uncivilized and aggressive people; that title is an honor for us. I
have come to free the world from the shackles of the soul and the hardships which destroy the person
caused by the bad idea called ‘responsibility for one’s actions’ and the concept of right and wrong.”
ANALYSIS
6.What
is
meant
by
the
“shackles
of
the
soul”?
Neshama/sechel control the body
______________________________________________________________________________
7.How does the Jew “shackle” humanity with “conscience” and “ethics” (responsibility
for
one’s
actions
and
the
concept
of
right
and
wrong.)?
His existence symbolizes that there is a concept of right and wrong
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
HITLER SAID FURTHER
“The Jews inflicted two wounds on mankind. Circumcision on its body and conscience on its soul.
They are Jewish inventions.”
82
Student
Page

A History of the Jewish People ■ Hitler and the Nazis’ Rise to Power

Chapter 8

The translation in English:
“The Jews caused two painful problems for the rest of the [non-Jewish] world. Bris Milah on the
body and the feeling of responsibility for one’s actions on the soul. These are Jewish concepts.”
ANALYSIS
8.What is the nature of the “wound” that mankind suffers by the “circumcision” on the
Jewish body? After all, the Jews are not trying to convince the world to circumcise their
children!
Milah/Kedushas haguf
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
We can now understand what Hitler meant when he ended by saying this:

“The war of dominations is waged only between the
two of us: these two camps, the Jews and the Germans.
Everything else is but deception.”
Loose translation:

“The war of who is going to rule the whole world is
going to be waged between the two of us: These two
camps, the Jews and the Germans.
Everything else is nothing but a dream.”
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Introduction:
Hitler’s Rise to Power
For the first fifteen years after the formation of the
Nazi party, the Nazis were not a strong party or a serious threat to the Jews. As things improved in Germany, the Nazi party’s chances of becoming a significant force in Germany diminished, because people
tend to vote for the mainstream parties during stable
times (as we discussed in the teachers introduction
to “The Good Years” at the end of chapter 7.)
Point out to students that this is how things
could have stayed. Hitler could have come and
gone unnoticed in history as only one more fanatic who dreamed about wiping the Jews off
the face of the earth and did not succeed. Every
generation has individuals and nations that try to
make this world “Judenrein”. As Chazal teach us,
oshn ubkhmn v"cevu ubh,ukfk ubhkg ohsnug rusu rus kfca
(in every generation there are those who try to destroy the Jewish people, and it is only Hashem who
saves us from them).
Hitler was not more talented than the many other Jew-haters that plotted our destruction throughout the generations. However, in the case of Hitler, there was a decree from Hashem that the Jews
would suffer the devastation of the Holocaust. It was
because of this decree that Hitler succeeded where
others had failed.

To describe how the events unfolded, we turn to
the Great Depression and discuss how it caused financial ruin around the world and in Germany. The
financial collapse of the United States economy,
and the subsequent collapse of the German economy, led the people of Germany to vote for the radical groups that promised to restore Germany to its
former glory.
Another point to discuss is the way the government of Germany was set up. It was a somewhat
unique system. The president was elected through
a vote of the people. He had the power to appoint
the chancellor and to fire the chancellor. However,
he did not rule the country. The chancellor was the
real, day to day, leader of the country.
This system seemed like a foolproof system since
the chancellor could always be fired if the president
felt that he was not serving the country faithfully.
However, this setup would allow Hitler to become
the chancellor of the country without winning a formal vote from the people to be their leader. In retrospect, once again, we see the hand of Hashem, as
He controls the events leading up to the Holocaust.
One final point to mention at this point is the following: As Hitler became more powerful, some of
the Germans that supported him began to see him
for what he really was. Some supporters such as
General Eric Ludendorff actually spoke out against
him at this time.
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Lesson 4: Hitler’s Rise to Power
THE 1920’S
Nazi Party
1.As Hitler sat in prison, he continued to run the __________________.
He realized that
in order to gain control of the country, he would have to gain the support of the
___________.
On December 20, _______,
people
1924 Hitler was released from prison.
2.Throughout the 1920’s, the Nazi party was not a major political party. It was one of
over _____
70 political parties that had seats in the Reichstag. In May of 1924, the Party had
24 out of 472 seats in the Reichstag, and in May of _______,
1928 they only had _______.
12
______
And so it could have stayed. But it was not to be.
THE GREAT DEPRESSION
3.In _______,
1929 the world economy collapsed and the German
people grew desperate for new leadership. The Nazi party
worked hard to “cash in” on this opportunity. They had their
107 seats
first success at the polls in 1930, when they won _______
in the Reichstag. The Nazis then intensified their propaganda,
Joseph Goebbels
which was led by Dr. _____________________.
They conducted
rallies
meetings, marches and____________, which caused more and
more people to join their ranks.
4.Another factor that worked for the Nazi party was that the
unite
other political parties did not _____________
to fight the Nazi
conservative
Party. Instead, many _______________ parties joined the Nazis
and hoped that they would be able to control them.
industrialists
Furthermore,
many
__________________
feared
the
Communists. Rather than running the risk of the Communists
taking away their companies, they opted to join the Nazis.
THE RISE TO POWER
5.In
________,
the
President
of
Germany,
May
1932
Paul Von Hindenburg
___________________________,
fired the Chancellor, and was
not able to find a replacement. One Chancellor after the next
was not able to lead the government.
July 1932
6.In the elections of __________________,
the Nazis won
230
________ seats in the Reichstag. Hindenburg refused to offer
the chancellorship to Hitler, stating that he would, “never put
his country into the hands of such a man”. This stand by the
President weakened the Nazi party, and in the next election in
1932
196
November of __________,
they only got __________
seats.
1933
7.However, in January of _______,
President Hindenburg
finally gave in to pressure, and appointed Hitler to be the
Chancellor
________________
- just like he said that he would never do! At
March of 1933
the next election which took place in ______________________,
288 seats!
the Nazi Party won _______
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Joseph Goebbels, 1935

Paul Von Hindenburg

Chapter 8

8.General Eric _______________
wrote a letter to President Hindenburg, strongly
Ludendorﬀ
criticizing him for handing the country over to this maniac (see below). He had
1923
previously joined Hitler in the Beer Hall Putsch, in ________.
However, ten years later, in
1933
________,
he had come to realize that Hitler was about to lead his country into terrible
times.

“By appointing Hitler Chancellor of the Reich you have
handed over our sacred German Fatherland to one of the
greatest demagogues¹ of all time. I prophecy to you that this
evil man will plunge our Reich into the abyss² and will
inflict immeasurable woe on our nation. Future generations
will curse you in your grave for this action.”
-General Eric Ludendorff

¹ demagogue: leader who appeals to people’s emotions ² abyss: devastating situation

Hitler shaking hands with
President Hindenburg.
Hitler riding in a vehicle with President
Hindenburg.
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Introduction:
Grabbing Total Control
We now begin a new stage in the rise of Hitler
and Nazism. Hitler achieved his first major goal. He
became the legal ruler of Germany. However, he had
much greater aspirations than being the legal chancellor of the country. Power of the Chancellor was
limited by the constitution, and in order to accomplish his goals, he needed to be a dictator.
This would be no easy feat. After all, as was noted, the German government was set up as a democracy. There were checks in place to make sure that
no one person would have absolute power. Hitler
set out to use the rules of the government- the very

structure that prevented him from becoming a dictator- to his advantage. Through lots of manipulation, he succeeded.
It began with the burning of the Reichstag (the Parliament of Germany). It is certainly possible that the
Nazi party was actually responsible for the burning of
the Reichstag building. Hitler used the sense of panic
that naturally comes along with such an event to “declare an emergency,” and grab the emergency powers
that were constitutionally granted to the chancellor in
such a time in order to protect the country.
From this point and on, the power was in Hitler’s
hands. It quickly became more and more dangerous to protest the increasing power of the Nazi party. This enabled Hitler to grab absolute power.
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Lesson 5: Grabbing Total Control
FIRST STEPS
1.Although Hitler was the Chancellor of Germany, the Nazi party still was not fully in
power. In order to have full power, they would need to get ________________
of the seats
the majority
288 out of the full _________
661
of the Reichstag. At this point, the Nazi party only had _______
seats.
2.The Nazis started grabbing the power by using two tactics:
harrassing and intimidating
a.They started _____________________________
anyone that opposed the Nazi
party’s ideas.
legally
b.Hitler plotted to “______________”
grab the power of the government.
THE PLOT UNFOLDS
3.The Weimar Constitution granted
“emergency powers” to the Chancellor
time of crisis
in a ________________________.
This
meant that
democracy would be
temporarily suspended, and all power
would be transferred to the hands of the
Chancellor for the duration of the
crisis
__________________.
Hitler knew this...
and he schemed... and waited...
February 27, 1933
4.On
____________________,
the
Reichstag
_________________
was set on fire by
_______________.
Many people believed
arsonists
that it was the Nazi party that had set
the fire. The Nazis immediately blamed
Communists
the _______________,
and began to
push for ________________________
to
emergency powers
protect the country from the
Communists
____________________.
5.On
___________________,
the
February 28
Reichstag issued a decree known as the
"Decree of the Reich President for the
Protection of the People and the
State
_______________”.
This bill suspended
the freedom of the people. The political
opponents of the Nazis, such as the
Communists were arrested, and sent
_____________,
to the first Nazi concentration camp
Dachau
called _____________.

The Reichstag on fire.

German political prisoners with their mess kits¹ on the
way to the Dachau camp kitchen, 1933.

¹ Mess kits: a compact kit of nested cooking and
eating utensils for use by soldiers and campers
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Enabling Act
March 23, 1933
6.On __________________,
the Reichstag voted the “___________________”
laws
which was a bill which gave the Chancellor the power to create _____________,
even
against
when these laws went _______________ the constitution. In order for this to pass, the bill
needed ___________
of the Reichstag to agree to this new law. Hitler used violent
2/3
Communists
measures (see below) to ensure that the law would be passed. Most __________________
were arrested, and many others were threatened into cooperating with the Nazis. The bill
444
was passed with ____________
votes. This new power for the Chancellor was only
one year
supposed to last for _______________.
However, this remained the law for the entire time
that Hitler ruled Germany. Hitler was now in control.
Although many non-Nazi Reichstag deputies opposed the Enabling Act, the Nazi Party used
intimidation and violence to force the bill’s passage. One Reichstag Democrat recorded the
experience:
The wide square in front of the Kroll Opera House was crowded with dark masses of
people. We were received with wild choruses: ‘’We want the Enabling Act!”
Youths with swastikas on their chests eyed us insolently, blocked our way, in fact
made us run the gauntlet¹, calling us names like “Center Pig,” “Marxist Sow.” The
Kroll Opera House was crawling with armed SA and SS men. . .When we Social
Democrats had taken our seats on the extreme left, SA and SS men lined up at the
exits and along the walls behind us in a semicircle. Their expressions boded no good.
Hitler read out his government declaration in a surprisingly calm voice. . .At the end
of his speech, he uttered dark threats of what would happen if the Reichstag did not
vote for the Enabling Act he was demanding. . . Otto Wels read out our reply to the
government declaration. It was a masterpiece in form and content, a farewell to the
fading epoch of human rights and humanity. In concluding, Otto Wels, with his
voice half choking, gave our good wishes to the persecuted and oppressed in the
country who, though innocent, were already filling the prisons and concentration
camps simply on account of their political creed…
But Hitler jumped up furiously and launched into a passionate reply. . . We tried to
dam the flood of Hitler’s unjust accusations with interruptions of “No!” “An error!"
“False!” But that did us no good. The SA and SS people, who surrounded us in a
semi—circle along the walls of the hall, hissed loudly and murmured: “Shut up!”
“Traitors!” “You’ll be strung up today.”

¹ Gauntlet: an expression of challenge and combat
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Introduction:
And Grabbing More Power
We are introduced to a new level of Hitler’s brutality. We study his total lack of loyalty to his own men.
One of the most instrumental men who helped
to bring the Nazis to power was Ernst Rohm. He
was the leader of the SA (Storm Troopers or Brownshirts), who were rough characters that protected
party meetings, marched in Nazi rallies, and physically assaulted political opponents. Ernst Rohm bullied the German people into supporting the Nazis
from the early 1920’s until after Hitler became Chancellor. As soon as Hitler decided that the Nazi party
would benefit from his removal, he did not hesitate
to eliminate him. Clearly, nothing was beyond consideration when it came to increasing the power of
the Nazis.
Hitler secured absolute power, and the last possible checks on his power disappeared:
• SA was weakened
• SA leaders were eliminated in one night
• The President (only person who could legally
fire Hitler) died
• The Church agreed to a concordat. Hitler
made an agreement with the Pope, who saw
him as someone who could destroy communism. This agreement allowed Hitler to take
over political power in Germany as long as he
left the Catholic Church alone.

POINTS FOR DISCUSSION:
• How does a democratic country become
transformed into a dictatorship?
• Does this make sense?
• Can such a thing happen elsewhere?
• Can such a thing happen in America?
Draw students to the attention that only Hashem controls events of history. We must realize that
Hitler only came to power because Hashem wanted him to. If Hashem wants someone else to come
to power nowadays with similar aspirations, then it
could happen here too.
The lesson: It is not politics that controls the
world’s destiny. It is only Hashem!
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Lesson 6: And Grabbing More Power
“THE NIGHT OF THE LONG KNIVES”
1.The SA (the group of thugs that had

been the strong hand of Hitler since
1921 numbered _________________,
2.5 million
______)
in
early 1934. It had become a powerful
organization and was led by Ernst
Rohm
_________.
2.Hitler attempted to win over the army
to his side. He was told by some leading
army officials that the SA was
competing
_____________
with the army for power.
Goebbels, Hitler and Rohm celebrating after the 1933
The SA was also still led in the spirit of a
election.
“bunch of thugs,” rather than in a
the SA to go.
professional army-like way. Hitler decided that it was time for __________
June 30, 1934
Gestapo
3.On ________________,
the _____________
(Nazi secret
police) and the SS (Schutzstaffel) arrested and killed many
political opponents. Among them, was the head of the SA,
Rohm
all of the SA leaders
Ernst _________!
As a matter of fact, ____
were killed that night! The SA then functioned as a weaker
organization- under the SS. This night became known as
Night of Long Knives
the _______________________________.
END OF THE PRESIDENT
4.There was still one person that legally could have
attempted to stop Hitler. That man was the
President
______________.
Remember, the President had the power
to __________________.
However, this all ended on
fire the Chancellor
August
2,
1934
____________________,
when
President
Von
Hindenburg
____________________
died. Hitler immediately ordered

Earnst Rohm, head of the S.A.

the
army
to
pledge
allegiance to him as the
Fuhrer
____________
and
the
Chancellor. The dictatorship
was
now
complete
_________________.

Hitler celebrating his election victory.
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THE CHURCH JOINS THE CAUSE
5.The Church was an
international
organization that could
have
been
a
problem
_________________
for
Hitler, had the Church
resist
decided to __________
Hitler. However, the
Church was more
concerned with the
threat
of
the
Communists
______________,
than
the threat of the Nazis.
They therefore signed
an agreement with the
Hitler shakes hands with Bishop Ludwig Muller after winning the elections in
Nazis,
called
a
1933.
Concordat
______________.
Under this agreement,
the Church would be allowed to control their own affairs as long as they stayed out of
________________
of Germany. This was a _____________________
victory for Hitler, and
the politics
tremendous
remains a ______________
and an embarrassment for the Church for giving legitimacy to
disgrace
this madman and his government.
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The Concordat

Bishop Ludwig Muller was chosen by Hitler to
be “Reich Bishop” with the mandate¹ to unite all
of the Protestant Church under one Nazicontrolled organization. This picture was taken
on October 6, 1933.

           

 

Pope Pius X1 depicted giving legitimacy to the Nazis.
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