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Lesson 1: Austria - The Beginning  
of Hitler’s Conquest 

THE ANSCHLUSS: BACKGROUND 
1. Austria was an independent country as of World War I. It was led 
by _____________________. In 1933, Dollfuss outlawed1 the Nazi 
party. However, there was a strong Nazi presence in Austria which 
occasionally clashed with the government.  
2. In 1934, Austrian Nazis assassinated ______________, and 
announced a pro-Nazi government. Mussolini, the dictator of 
___________, and a close friend of the Dollfuss family, quickly sent 
_____________ troops to the Austrian border. His message to the 
Nazis was clear: Stay out of _____________! Hitler was forced to turn 
his back on his loyal Austrian followers, and the coup2 collapsed.  
3. However, in 1936, Mussolini signed the 
“_______________________,” which was a treaty with Germany. 
Italy was now on ________________ side.  
 
THE ANSCHLUSS3 
4. In 1938, the Austrian authorities discovered a Nazi plot to 
overthrow the government. In order to avoid a clash4 with Germany, 
Dollfuss’ successor, Kurt von ________________, arranged to meet 
Hitler to discuss the situation. At that meeting, Hitler accused the 
Austrian government of “high _____________”. He demanded that 
they free the Nazi conspirators and accept top Nazis into the 
Austrian government. Hitler also threatened that he would attack 
__________________, and demanded that Schuschnigg relinquish 
control of the military and the government to the Nazis.  
5. The Austrian chancellor tried desperately to hold on to his 
government, and he scheduled a plebiscite (a vote of the 
whole country) to vote on the continued independence of the 
Austrian country for March ____, 1938. The vote never took 
place. On March ____, 1938 Hitler sent German troops into 
Austria to the cheers of __________________ wildly excited 
pro-Nazi Viennese citizens. The next day, Hitler installed a 
Nazi government and officially annexed Austria.  
 
  

                                                             
1 Outlawed: made illegal 
2 Coup: takeover of a government 
3 Anschluss: Annexation of another country 
4 Clash: fight 

Engelbert Dollfuss, 
1934 

Benito Mussolini 

Austrian Chancellor 
Kurt von Schuschnigg 
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ANTI-SEMITIC PERSECUTION 
6. Anti-Semitic laws in Austria were implemented _________________. Unlike 
Germany, where these laws were gradually implemented over ____ years. In Austria, 
all of the laws were implemented in a matter of weeks. The shock of going from 
respected members of society to humiliated sub-humans drove 
people to _____________ and _____________. (________ 
committed suicide in April 1938 alone.) 
7. The SA and the Hitler Youth grabbed and beat any Jew that 
they could find. __________________ of Jews were arrested and 
never seen again. Jews were snatched randomly on the streets, 
and were forced to __________________________ and wear signs 
that said: “I’m a Jewish Pig!” Even _______________ who bought 
goods from a Jew were forced to walk the streets wearing a sign 
that said: “An Aryan swine buys from a Jew.” 
8. By mid-April, Jews were forbidden to own _________, or to 
enter parks and theaters. All Jewish students were expelled from 
public schools and an ________ curfew was imposed. All 
_________________________ were shut down as well. By the end 
of May, ____________ Jewish men were sent to Dachau.  
9. It was estimated that in 1936 around _____ of the lawyers and 
_____ of the doctors in Vienna were ___________. Another 
survey found that _____ of the the book sellers, ____ of the 
textile5 handlers and ____ of the jewelers were also Jewish. Nevertheless, the Germans 
immediately ordered all Jews to be ______ from their positions when they took over in 
1938, even though this would be terrible for the economy. 

  

                                                             
5 Textile: material 

 Nazis identifying a store 
as owned by Jews. 

Nazis hold signs announcing the boycott of Jewish businesses. 
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Jews forced to scrub the streets in Vienna. 

George Gedeye, a British journalist, reported in 1938: 

It is not so much the brutalities of the Austrian 
Nazis which I have witnessed or verified direct 
from the victims which blurs the image of the 
Vienna I thought I knew. 
It is the heartless, grinning, soberly dressed 
crowds . . . the “. . . little man” class of Austrians, 
the fluffy Viennese blondes, fighting one another 
to get closer to the elevating spectacle of an 
ashen-faced Jewish surgeon on hands and knees 
before half-a-dozen young hooligans with 
swastika armlets and dog-whips, that sticks in 
my mind. His delicate fingers, which must have 
made the swift and confident incisions that had 
saved the lives of many Viennese, held a 
scrubbing-brush. A storm—trooper was pouring 
some acid solution over the brush-and his 
fingers. Another sluiced the pavement from a 
bucket, taking care to drench the surgeon’s 
striped trousers as he did so. And the Viennese-
not uniformed Nazis or a raging mob, but the 
Viennese “little man” and his wife-just grinned 
approval at the glorious fun. 

A young Jewish boy in Vienna, George 
Clare, wrote of his first view of the Nazis 
taking over Austria: 

I rushed to the window and looked out 
into Nussdorferstrasse. It was still 
quite empty. A few moments. Then the 
first lorry came into sight. It was 
packed with shouting, screaming men. 
A huge 

swastika flag fluttered over their heads. 
Most of them had swastika armlets on 
their sleeves, some wore S.A. caps, 
some even steel helmets. 
Now we could hear clearly what they 
were shouting: ‘Ein Volk, ein Reich, ein 
Fuhrer!’ they were chanting in chorus, 
followed by Ju-da verr-recke! (‘Perish 
Judah!’). In English this sounds softer, 
less threatening, but in German, 
coming from a thousand throats, 
screaming it out in the full fury of their 
hate, as lorry after lorry with frenzied 
Nazis passed below our window, it is a 
sound one can never forget. 
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Lesson 2: Persecution of Austrian Jews 
 
ECONOMIC HARASSMENT 
1. Just as they had done in Germany, on April ______________, the Nazis ordered that all 
Jewish property in Austria must be _______________ with the Nazis. They ordered the 
Jewish owners of the largest chemical company in the country (with _______________ 
employees) to ______________ its business in a very short amount of time. This was 
impossible; and when the owners failed to liquidate the company, the Nazis 
_______________ the company and gave it over to loyal Nazi members. 
2. On May _____, one month after the annexation6, the Nazis activated the 
_______________________________ in Austria. This made “___________________” the 
official legal policy of Austria, just as it had been in Germany. The Austrian Nazis were 
very quick to implement these laws and they immediately stole ___________________ 
Jewish businesses. Many loyal Nazis were given the powerful jobs that had belonged to 
Jews. Many of these Nazis were not ________________ for these jobs, and as a result, 
many of these businesses went ________________ in a short time.  
3. Any Jew that was suspected of having ________, either in ________ or abroad, was 
arrested and forced to give over all of the information about his assets. The Germans then 
sent ________________, using the names of the Jews, authorizing the _____________ of 
the money to loyal Nazi Party members. In addition, the Nazis stole thousands of pieces 
of ________________, furniture and jewelry from the homes of the Jews.   

                                                             
6 Annexation: taking over a country 

Jews in Vienna in the 1930’s. 

Beth Aharon Synagogue, 
 Vienna 1910 
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DRIVEN FROM THEIR HOMES 
4. One of the worst crimes against the Jews at that time was that the Nazis drove 
______________________ of Jews from their homes in Vienna. All in all, this totaled 
approximately _____________ out of ___________ homes. The Jews were forced to cram 
into apartments with other families- often with _____________ families in one apartment. 
To sum it up: Life in Austria had ______________ become absolutely unbearable. 
 
ESCAPE/EXPULSION 
5. The Germans established an office in Austria called the Zentralstelle. This office was 
run by ____________________, and was established to expediently expel the Jews, while 
taking as much ___________ as possible from the fleeing Jews. Jews had to literally sign 
away _____________________________, in order to get a passport that stated that they 
must leave within _________________, or they would be __________________. 
6. The Nazis received ______________________ before legal emigration ended in 
November of 1939 (two months after the war had started). This would be equivalent to 
__________________ in the year of 2015. 
7. Most Austrian Jews did end up escaping to other European countries. Many even 
managed to make it to ______________. Between the years of 1938-1941, approximately 
________________ left Vienna.  

  

Austrian Jews waiting in front 
of the Polish consulate to obtain 

entrance visas to Poland in 
1938. 

SA troops lock hands to prevent Jews 
from entering the University of Vienna. 
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Lesson 3: 
The Nations of the World Stand By 

 
THE EVIAN CONFERENCE ON RESETTLEMENT 
1. A few months before Kristallnacht, in _______ of 1938, _____ 
nations held a conference in the city of ____________________, to 
discuss ways to help the Jews of Germany. The conference was 
arranged by ____________________, although he did not attend. 
When arranging the conference, Roosevelt told the world leaders 
that they would not have to change any _______ or spend any 
government funds. The only funds that were being considered 
were donations from individuals for the German refugees. This 
set the tone for the wonderful accomplishments that were not 
accomplished at the Evian Conference... 
2. The chief concierge at the Hotel Royal at Evian is reported to 
have commented:  

"Very important people were here and all the delegates had 
a nice time. They took pleasure cruises on the lake. They 
gambled at night at the casino. They took mineral baths and 
massages at the Etablissement Thermal. Some of them took 
the excursion to Chamonix to go summer skiing. Some 
went riding: we have, you know, one of the finest stables in 
France. But of course, it is difficult to sit indoors hearing speeches when all the pleasures 
that Evian offers are outside."  

3. At the conference, Myron C. Taylor, the American delegate7, spoke strongly about the need 
to act to help the Jews of Germany resettle in other countries. (See picture below.) He said 
that it was “time for the governments to act... and they must act _____________ to save the 
Jews who were trying to escape from Germany.”  
4. The governments did indeed act ______________. All 32 
nations declared that they did not want to be burdened by 
large numbers of Jewish immigrants. The  ______________ 
did nothing more than keep the quota exactly the same. 
The British claimed that they already had an 
___________________ problem. Belgium claimed that it 
already had many refugees and that the colonies that they 
owned were not suitable for the Jews because of their 
_______________! _____________ suggested that the Jews 
be sent to ______________________. And Australia said 
that since they had no ____________________ in their 
country they did not desire to import one.  

                                                             
7 Delegate: representative 

The Hotel Royal at which the  
Evian Conference took place. 

Delegates to the Evian 
Conference, where the fate of 

Jewish refugees from Europe was 
decided. 
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WHAT ABOUT PALESTINE? 
5. The most obvious answer should have been to 
send all of the refugees to Palestine. Indeed, 
Chaim _______________, and other Zionist 
leaders who were at the conference, were pushing 
for that very solution. However, in the end, this 
option never came up... 
6. The reason was very simple. ___________ did 
not want Palestine to be brought up, because they 
did not want the Jews to all go to Palestine. The 
Arabs had been putting pressure on the British 
______ to allow Jews into Palestine. The British 
issued even less visas than before, and somehow 
Palestine was ___________ brought up at the 
conference. 
7. Note: After Kristallnacht the British did allow ___________________ children into 
England in what became known as the ____________________________. Most of these 
“lucky” children never saw their parents again. 
 
WHAT WAS ACCOMPLISHED 
8. One German newspaper, Der Volkischer Beobachter, 
summed up the conference with its headline: 
_________________________! The Germans heard the 
message loud and clear. Although the nations of the 
world might not ____________ of the German treatment 
of the Jews, they were not prepared to do much about it. 
Only four months later came Kristallnacht... 
 
THE ST. LOUIS 
9. On May 13, 1939, __________ Jews sailed on the ship 
called the St. Louis. 
When they arrived 
in Cuba, only ______ 
of the passengers 
were allowed entry. 
Florida was only 
______ miles away, 
and the people on 
board were hopeful 
that they would be 
allowed into the 
United States. 
Although many 
Jewish American 
citizens pleaded 
with President 
__________________ to allow the refugees to stay, the President refused. The ship had no 
choice but to set sail for Europe.  

Cartoon depicting that the Jews were 
unsure the Evian Conference would 

help them. 

Myron Taylor addresses the International 
Conference on Refugees. 
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10. When they docked in ____________, Belgium they were refused 
entry once again. The passengers listened to their captain and set the 
ship ______________, sending SOS signals to Britain, France and 
Belgium. Finally, the three countries agreed to divide the refugees 
amongst themselves. Unfortunately, around __________ of these 
refugees fell to the Nazis when these countries were overrun by the 
Nazis. 
 
THE QUANZA 
11. One year after the St. Louis, _______ refugees who were fleeing 
the Nazis chartered a Portuguese ship called the Quanza, and arrived 
in New York. ________ of the passengers were refused entry. (Nearly all of them were 
Jews...) They set sail for Mexico, where _____ 
were allowed to disembark. However, when 
stopping for fuel in Virginia, First Lady Eleanor 
____________ defied8 the orders of Secretary of 
State Cordell Hull and allowed them to stay. 
 

A 2- year-old girl was saved from the Nazis in 
the famous kindertransport that took a trainload 
of children to England. A note was sewn into 
her undershirt. It was a letter from her mother. 
It said (adapted):  
 
"Dear Miraleh,  
In a few hours they are coming to pick you up. I 
don’t know if I'll ever see you again. So let me tell 
you how we spent the last few hours together. I 
mixed your little meal and fed you. Then I changed 
your clothes and rocked you to sleep in my arms. I 
want you to know that if you find yourself alone in 
the world, it's not because we didn't love you. It is 
because of our deep love that we sent you away, to 
safety. I pray that our love should always follow 
you wherever you are, whatever you face. 
Love, Mama"  
 
  

                                                             
8 Defied: refused to obey  

Secretary of State 
Cordell Hull 

The St. Louis, which was denied entry by other 
countries, and was forced to return to 

Germany. 

Some of the nearly ten thousand children that 
were allowed into England on the 

Kindertransport. A moving picture. How many 
more could have been saved...? 
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8 Defied: refused to obey  

Secretary of State 
Cordell Hull 

The St. Louis, which was denied entry by other 
countries, and was forced to return to 

Germany. 

Some of the nearly ten thousand children that 
were allowed into England on the 

Kindertransport. A moving picture. How many 
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Lesson 4: Expulsion 
 
POLAND MAKES A “STATEMENT” 
1. In early October of _______, the Polish government decreed that only those with a 
special _________ on their passports would be allowed into Poland. In order to get this 
stamp, one had to have returned to Poland 
for _____ consecutive years. Most Polish 
Jews that had immigrated to Germany 
______________ returned to Poland for the 
five required years. Therefore, they 
suddenly found themselves not allowed 
back into Poland. 
2. On the night of ___________________, 
German police woke up ________________ 
Polish Jews and transferred them by train to 
the Polish border. (They were only given a 
few ____________ to take whatever 
belongings they were able to take with 
them.) When the Jews reached the border, 
the Poles allowed only ______________ to 
enter the country. Around ______________ 
were left stranded in _____________, a town 
located on the Polish-German border. 
Neither Germany nor _____________ wanted the Jews in their country. 
 
HORRIBLE CONDITIONS AT ZBASZYN 
3. The conditions in Zbazsyn were 
terrible when the homeless Jews 
arrived there. People had no food and 
almost no _______________ with 
them. They had been given only 
____________ to gather whatever 
they could carry before they had been 
forcefully removed from their homes 
and sent on the _____________. 
Witnesses testify that some of the 
Jews were still in their 
______________, because they had 
been dragged out of __________ by 
the German police.  
4. For __________, the Jews waited on 
the _________________ in the train 
station of Zbaszyn. Woman and 
children were fainting from hunger and _________________. There were some incidents 
of ___________ as well during these three days.  

Map showing the path Polish Jews took after 
being expelled by the Nazis. 

The deportation of Jews from Zbaszyn. 
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5. Finally, on the fourth day, a rescue committee was formed. This committee was headed 
by Emmanuel ______________, and run by volunteers from _______________ and other 
cities in Poland. The committee helped these Jews, as the Germans and the Poles 
negotiated their fate.  
6. Finally, in __________________, the Germans allowed the Jews to return to Germany 
in ________________ to quickly settle their affairs, get their belongings, and sell what they 
couldn’t take with them, before being deported to Poland. 
 
HERSCHEL GRYNSZPAN 
7. Among the Jews that had been expelled was the 
Grynszpan family from _____________. One of the 
daughters sent a postcard from Zbaszyn to her brother in 
Paris, named ______________________, describing the 
terrible conditions that they were enduring there. 
8. Herschel was ______________. He walked into the 
_________________ in Paris, and shot the Third Secretary 
_____________________. 
9. Vom Rath was seriously wounded. The Germans (in 
Germany) immediately closed all Jewish 
__________________, and expelled any remaining Jewish 
students from the German schools. 
10. Two days later, on ________________, Vom Rath died. 
That night, the entire Germany exploded into- what turned 
out to be- (probably) the largest _____________ in the 
history of our exile, Kristallnacht.  

  
Herschel Grynszpan 

The train station in Zbaszyn. Ernst vom Rath 
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Lesson 5: Kristallnacht 
 
THE POGROM 
1. The night of November _____, 1938, was the night 
that the news was heard in Germany that ____________ 
had died after being shot by Herschel Grynzspan. The 
entire country of Germany and Austria exploded into 
pogroms. (Austria had been annexed to Germany in 
__________.) 
2. This explosion was staged to look like random pogroms 
caused by the ____________________, and not 
orchestrated by the ______________. However, the Nazi 
leaders have been documented giving orders to organize 
the pogrom and to make sure that no ____________ 
property was damaged. Just before midnight, on 
November 9, Gestapo9 chief Heinrich Muller sent a 
telegram to all police units informing them that “in 
shortest order, actions against Jews, and especially their 
synagogues, will take place in all of Germany. These are 
not to be interfered with.” The fire departments were 
ordered to _____________ all “Aryan” property, but to 
allow the Jewish property to burn to the ground. The police were also ordered to arrest Jews 
all over the country, and to send them to concentration camps.  
3. As a result of the organized government planning, the pogroms happened all at once, 
across the entire greater Germany. Shuls across Germany, Austria (which was already part 
of Germany) and the Sudetenland part of Czechoslovakia (which had also been annexed to 
Germany by this time) were ____________ and set on _________. The _________________ and 
_____________ were all burned. As ordered, the German firefighters stood by, and made 
sure that the flames did not spread to ____________ property.  
4. Jewish ____________ were also invaded, and their ___________ were stolen and 
_________. Jewish _________ homes, __________ and orphanages were also attacked and 
destroyed. The people that lived there were chased out.  
5. Jewish businesses were ransacked10. The windows were ______________, and the 
____________ was stolen and _______________. 
6. SS soldiers attacked _______________ of Jews, and the German gestapo arrested 
____________________ Jewish men and sent them to ________________________. This 
was the first time that the _________ were sent to concentration camps.  
7. The violence continued into the next night (November 10th). When it was finally over, 
around ____________ had been killed, _______________ shuls had been burned to the 
ground, _____________ businesses had been destroyed and many more shuls were 
seriously damaged.   

                                                             
9 Gestapo: German secret police 
10 Ransacked: robbed and emptied 

Jews arrested during Kristallnacht, 
and forced to march through the 

streets to watch the desecration of a 
synagogue. 
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TESTIMONIES 
In Vienna, Austria, Bronia Sonenschein wrote: To see our synagogues going up in flames... 
to see owners of Jewish stores walking in front of them wearing signs on their backs [declaring] “I 
am ashamed to be a Jew” while their stores were robbed, was frightening and heartbreaking. It 
was not only their stores being broken in, it was lives being broken...  
 
In Ashaffenberg, Germany, Laurie Rosenthal recalled: In the middle of the night we were 
woken by the sound of shooting. My father’s cousin, Ludwig Lowenthal, and his partner in 
business, lived on the first floor of our house with his family. Two men broke down their front door 
and shot him point blank while he was in bed. The ambulance took him to the hospital. Meanwhile, 
his brother-in-law, Alfons Vogel, was kidnapped, taken to the nearby woods, tied to a tree and 
used as target practice and killed. 
 
UNDERSTANDING 
8. These testimonies are a frightening glimpse into the 
horror that the Jewish people experienced on the night 
of Kristallnacht. Besides the actual tragedies of that 
night, it was the feeling the Jews had, which was that 
they (Look at the bold 
words)______________________________________. 

 
  

Jewish stores vandalized on 
Kristallnacht. 

Line-up of German Jews arrested after Kristallnacht. Shul in Aachen after 
Kristallnacht. 

The cover of a Sefer Torah that was 
destroyed during Kristallnacht. 
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The Fasanenstrasse Shul in Berlin - 

before and after Kristallnacht 
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Lesson 6:  
Jewish “Punishment” for Kristallnacht 

 
GERMAN RESPONSE 
1. The Germans claimed that the 
violence of Kristallnacht was the fault 
of the _________. After all, the German 
people had only been reacting to a 
Jewish crime! It was a Jew that had 
killed a German diplomat! Therefore, it 
followed that it was the ________ fault 
that the German people had 
responded with such violence! 
2.  The German government had 
_______________ to do with all of this. 
3. Since the Jews were responsible for 
the tremendous damages, it followed 
that the Jews should ___________ for 
all of the _____________. The German 
government therefore taxed the Jews 
with an 
“__________________________”. This 
was a payment that was supposed to 
“atone11” for the Jews’ various crimes, 
particularly the murder of Vom Roth.  
4. The amount of the tax was 
____________________ Reichsmark. In 
_______ this was the equivalent of 
__________________ in US dollars. In the year 2018, this would be worth 
________________________!! This was approximately _______ of the total assets of the 
Jews that were living in Germany at that time. 
 
WORLD RESPONSE 
5. The world’s governments issued strong __________________ against the terrible 
atrocities12 of _________________. However, they did not do anything more than issue 
powerful statements. This was to be the pattern for the rest of the war years. There was 
an unwillingness by __________ of the world to help the Jews. 
6. The Americans made a strong political statement by withdrawing their 
_______________ to Germany. A nice gesture, but it did not do anything to improve the 
                                                             
11 Atone: make reparations 
12 Atrocities: cruel acts 

In a meeting on November 12, just two days after 
Kristallnacht, high-ranking German officials 
discussed possible legislation to further harass Jews: 

Heydrich: …I propose furthermore that the Jews 
be deprived of all personal privileges, such as 
drivers’ licenses; forbidden to own automobiles, 
for a Jew does not have the right to menace 
Aryan lives; to be restricted in their places of 
residence…likewise in the case of hospitals. A 
Jew can’t lie in the same hospital with Aryans. 
Goring: But that must be done step by step. 
Heydrich: The same goes for public 
transportation. 
During the same meeting, Goring declared the 
fine on Jews for the events of Kristallacht. 
Goring: ‘I would like to put it as follows: As 
punishment for their infamous crimes, etc., the 
German Jews, as a collectivity will have levied on 
them a contribution of one billion. That is going 
to hit home. The pigs won't commit a second 
murder so quickly. I must say it again. I 
shouldn’t care to be a Jew in Germany!” 
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situation for the Jews. 
7. By now, it was clear that Germany was not the place for a Jew to be. Practically all 
remaining Jews tried desperately to ___________________________. But for most it was 
too late... 
 
EMIGRATION 
8. Around _________ of the German Jews emigrated 
by the time the war broke out in _________. Many 
more would have emigrated, but they were unable to 
due to various factors. 
9. As early as ____________, the Germans imposed a 
tax called the “_________________” to all those who 
wanted to leave the country. This tax required one to 
give up ________ of his assets before leaving the 
country. The German government amassed 
__________________ Reichsmark just from this tax in 
the years of 1933-1940! 
10. In the late 30’s, the Jews grew _______________ to 
get out of Germany. They were happy to get visas 
from _________________ that would accept them. 
However, the countries of the world were not eager to 
have Jewish refugees, and they did not open their 
doors to accept them. Many countries made it 
____________________ for a Jew to enter. The wait for 
a US visa was _________________. Congress 
___________ to vote on the Wagner-______________ 
Bill which would have allowed ________________ 
Jewish children to enter the USA.  
11.  Britain closed the doors of __________________ , 
and Switzerland demanded that all passports of Jews be marked with a big “___” so that 
that no Jews would slip into their country. The Jews were trapped. 

 

  

German passport of Otto Perl, a Jew 
who emigrated from Germany due to 
the persecution. Note the large  J that 

identifies him as a Jew. 

Jews fleeing from the Germans. 
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Where the Jews Fled 
in the 1930’s

Paths the Jews took to escape the Nazi regime in Germany. 
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