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Life As a Marine  

Marines’ schedules depend on whether they are 
deployed10 or on base. Marines can be deployed 
for any amount of time, from 30 days to two years. 
When deployed, they can be involved in many 
different activities, ranging from fighting battles 
to giving out food in poor countries. Sometimes, 
the marines live on a ship for weeks, waiting in 
case a war breaks out.  

On the base, marines wake up at 5:30 am. They 
spend a large portion of their day exercising and 
have gyms open and available for them. They also have physical education classes every day. This 
includes long runs and marches. The marines also do push-ups and chin-ups, along with other 
muscle-building exercises. In addition, the marines take classes where they learn important skills 
like using weapons and reading maps. 

The marines are given time for cleaning every day. They are expected to keep their personal 
belongings spotless and organized. Their closets and rooms are inspected regularly, their beds 
must be made, and their uniforms must be hung in a certain way. They also have a rotation system 
for cleaning the shared areas, such as the dining room.  

Financial Benefits 

Marines are paid for their work and receive money for new uniforms every year. The marines are 
offered substantial11 financial assistance if they want to get a college degree, and they get pay 
raises when they go up in rank.12 After working in the marines for 20 years, they are entitled to 
retirement money as well.  

Marines also receive free housing for their families on the base. There are stores, schools, and 
doctors available there. The marines get free health insurance for their families and inexpensive 
dental and life insurance.  

Marines are proud of being part of a force so large. They help keep our country and the whole world 
safe.   

The marines are often sent to fight wars in a different country.   

10 deployed – sent out for a mission
11 substantial – significant 
12 rank – level; position




