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All About Lawyers
Lawyers are people who are licensed to advise and assist others in legal matters. It’s not all about 
wearing fancy suits and being a charismatic speaker. Being a lawyer also includes lots of studying, 
writing, researching, and paperwork. Lawyers spend a lot of time meeting with clients and reviewing 
precedent2 cases.

Lawyers have to know how to think logically, perform research, and analyze the different angles of 
a situation. They also have to be excellent orators3 because how they present their thoughts and 
arguments can make all the difference to their case. 

The field of law is quite competitive. Most lawyers did very well in school and may even have graduated 
at the top of their class. But when they got to law school, they were among many other bright students, 
which forced them to work even harder to keep up.

High School and College 
Before getting into law school, one first has to obtain 
a high school diploma or a GED equivalency and also an 
undergraduate degree. While still in high school, someone 
who wants to become a lawyer should focus on acquiring 
good study habits. If their school offers it, a debate class 
would be helpful preparation for their future career. High 
marks will help them get accepted to a good college. If 
they earn exceptional grades, they might even be awarded 
a scholarship, which can reduce the great expense of 
becoming a lawyer. Some high-school students work in 
internships4 at a law office during their summer vacation. 
This can give them experience and help them finalize their 
decision as to whether a career in law fits their strengths 
and interests.

Law schools don’t require that an applicant’s undergraduate degree be in pre-law. Schools care mostly 
about applicants’ grades, so someone who wants to be a lawyer can get an undergraduate degree in any 
subject. Some common college majors that aspiring5 law students go for are criminal justice, English, 
history, sociology, or philosophy; however, any major is fine. During college, aspiring law students can 
get involved in extracurricular programs that will help them gain experience and understanding of the 
law. Besides internships at law firms and participating in debate clubs, students may also volunteer at 
a homeless shelter or do volunteer or paid work for the government or another legal entity6. 

2 Precedent – previous
3 Orators – speakers 
4 Internships – training periods; apprenticeships
5 Aspiring – hoping to become
6 Entity – being 
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