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Raid on Entebbe
When they landed in Uganda, the commandos unloaded 
the Mercedes and drove it towards the terminal. Suddenly, 
a Ugandan officer approached the car and asked for 
identification. One of the soldiers in the car panicked and 
shot him. The whole terminal heard the gunshot, and Israel’s 
secret plan was exposed. Under fire, Israeli commandos 
raced towards the terminal. They knew that if they left now, 
all the hostages would be killed. 

Inside the terminal, the hostages had begun to give up 
hope. They had been there for seven days. They were tired, 
hot, and thirsty, and many were sick with fever. When 
the door opened and they heard gunshots, the hostages 
assumed that the hijackers were coming to kill them. 

Families huddled together and prepared to defend 
themselves. Then, they heard Hebrew words: “We are 
Israeli soldiers. We are here to rescue you!” They freed 
the hostages and flew them to Israel. Although four Israeli 
citizens were killed, the other 90 hostages made it to Israel 
safely. All 12 members of the flight crew were also saved. The entire raid had taken less than two hours 
from when the Israeli soldiers landed in Entebbe until they took off again.

Outcomes of the Raid
The raid on Entebbe was later renamed Operation 
Yonaton in memory of Yoni Netanyahu, the only Israeli 
soldier killed in the attack. The operation’s success had 
a huge impact on Israel. Israelis had suffered severe 
losses in the Yom Kippur War a few years earlier, and 
the raid on Entebbe boosted their morale.11 It showed 
the world how far Israel was willing to go to avoid 
negotiating with terrorists. 

Operation Entebbe was such a success, it became 
a model for long-distance raids. In fact, U.S. officials 
studied the raid on Entebbe when planning their attack and capture of al-Qaeda terrorist Osama Bin 
Laden in 2011. Ehud Barak and Binyamin Netanyahu became well known because of Entebbe, and they 
were both voted in as Israeli prime ministers years later, one after the other. Others involved in the 
operation also rose to positions of power in the Israeli government. And, only three years after Entebbe, 
“His Excellency President for Life” lost control and was exiled from Uganda for life. 

Israelis greet the freed Entebbe hostages with 
excitement and thankfulness.

The Car Used 
During the 
Entebbe Raid 

Israel did not have much time to 
plan the raid on Entebbe. When they 
decided to fly to Uganda, they could 
only find one car that was the same 
model as Idi Amin’s Mercedes Benz. 
However, the car they found was 
gray, and they needed the car to be 
black. Israeli soldiers tracked down 
the owner of a car shop who was in 
synagogue on Saturday. He helped 
them spray-paint the Mercedes 
black.

11 Morale – good spirit




