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Propaganda: 

• Information that is spread, with the purpose of influencing people’s attitudes and 

thoughts to promote a political agenda 

• Hitler’s most important tool, that he used to make his agenda of destruction popular. He 

used simple messages, and repeated them constantly. 

• Joseph Goebbels = the head of the Ministry for Public Enlightenment and Propaganda. 

He controlled the newspapers, radio, art, literature, music and theater. 

• The Great Lie that Nazis taught: 

• The “Aryan Race” was the superior race and should rule the world. 

• Hitler was the father of the Aryan Race, and his word was the law. 

• Jews were the lowest form of man, and were trying to destroy Germany by 

corrupting its morals, controlling the economy, and taking over the government. 

• All efforts needed to be used to get rid of this threat 

• The Nazis gave out radios, fliers, and films depicting Jews as ‘Vermin’ 

• Der Sturmer = anti-Semitic newspaper 

• The effective use of propaganda awakened more anti-Semitism. 

• Racial anti-Semitism, is hating Jews because of they are. Old anti-Semitism hated Jews 

because of what they did. 

 

 

Actions against Jews: 

• After Hitler came to power, the SA harassed and attacked Jews, Shuls, and Jewish-

owned businesses.  

• In response to this anti-Semitic activity, Jews around the world arranged demonstrations 

(one in Madison Square Garden) to protest, and called to boycott German goods. 

• Herman Goering (second in command of the Nazis) - told the Jews to stop spreading 

these false rumors, and if not there will be a Pogrom. 

• The Nazis announced a government-sanctioned boycott, for April 1, 1933, against 

Jewish businesses and Jewish professionals, in retaliation of the Jewish conspiracy to 



destroy Germany’s image. This was the first official anti-Semitic action the German 

government took. 

• Even though the boycott was for one day, it hurt the Jewish-owned businesses, because 

it awakened anti-Semitism, and people were afraid to shop there. Many Jewish business 

closed. 

• Next, the German government made laws against the Jews:.  

• Law of the Restoration of the Professional Civil Service = all Non-Aryans could 

not work in public service 

• Laws that fired doctors, lawyers, professors and accountants. 

• Law for the Repeal of Naturalization = Jews that were not born in Germany lost 

their citizenship  

• Laws that prohibited Shechita 

• Laws that made it difficult for teachers/students to be part of the German 

education system 

• Nuremberg Laws:  

• Reich Citizenship Law - Jews lost their citizenship 

• Protection of German Blood and Honor - Jews were not allowed to marry 

Germans, and could not raise the German flag. 

 

 

Olympics of 1936: 

• Hosted in Germany 

• The International Olympic Committee insisted that Germany (with threat of cancellation) 

not use the Olympics to promote Nazi ideas, and not discriminate against Jews. 

However, they did promote the superiority of the Aryan race, and did not allow Jews to 

play for the German teams. 

• Despite some hesitation (because of protests against German anti-Semitism), the United 

States participated in the Olympics. 

• Jesse Owens (‘fastest man on Earth’) was an American athlete who won many gold 

medals at the Olympics, and proved that the myth of the Aryan race being superior, was 

false. 

• Joseph Goebbels ensured that the world would not see how anti-Semitic Germany 

was, and took down anti-Semitic fliers. 

• The Germans succeeded in deceiving the world, and they all believed that rumors of 

anti-Semitism were false. 

 
 
 
 
 


