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1.1    Sentences and Fragments

We will begin by reviewing how to write a proper sentence, as well as basic 
punctuation rules. Well-written sentences will make our writing clear and 
enjoyable to read. Once we have completed this section, you will be on your 
way to writing exciting and creative paragraphs. 

What is a sentence?
A sentence is a group of words that expresses a complete thought, 
and contains a subject (noun) and a predicate (verb/action).

Example: 
1. The cat is black.                  
2. After supper, Shloimy studied for his Chumash test.                 
3. Yosef went to the store to buy Purim shtick.

What is a fragment?
A fragment is a group of words that does not express a complete 
thought, or is missing a subject or predicate. 

Example:     
1. The cat                                        
2. Studied for the Chumash test                    
3. To the store to buy Purim shtick.

When writing a story, report, or any writing assignment, make sure your 
sentences are complete (contain at least one subject and predicate) 
and do not contain fragments. When your sentences are complete 
and flow nicely, they will be easy for the reader to understand. 
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Practice 1.1 

Look at the following statements. Write (S) for Sentence or (F) for Fragment. If 
it’s a sentence, add the correct punctuation.

1. ___ You don’t want to get lost in the desert  

2. ___ The length of my couch

3. ___ This sentence is a fragment

4. ___ The book on the shelf

5. ___ The principal walked in to a noisy classroom

6. ___ After the walk home from shul

7. ___ For the fifth time

8. ___ On the dusty shelf in the bais medrash

9. ___ Couldn’t find the Afikoman

10. ___ Yanky lit all the candles on his new silver menorah
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1.2   Subjects and Predicates 

Complete sentences have two parts: 
a subject and a predicate.

The subject of a sentence is who or what the sentence is about. It is the noun 
which can be a person, place, thing or idea.
The predicate is the action part of the sentence, and tells what the subject is 
doing. 

Example: 
Yosef studied for the Chumash test.
‘Yosef’ is the subject of this sentence, because he is the person that 
this sentence is about. ‘Studied for the Chumash test’ is the predicate 
because it tells what the subject (Yosef) did. 

Keep in mind that other words/phrases can be part of the subject or predicate 
in addition to just the who/what and action (including: adjectives, adverbs, 
prepositional phrases, and direct/indirect objects).

Example: 
My cute five year old niece ate a tuna sandwich in school.
The subject in this sentence is ‘My cute five year old niece’ and the 
predicate is ‘Ate a tuna sandwich in school.’

Make sure that in every sentence you write, there is at least one 
subject and one predicate. 
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Practice 1.2 

Circle the subject/subjects. Underline the predicate/predicates.

1. I bought apple juice and cups at the store. 

2. Our class went on a field trip. 

3. Mrs. Goldberg went to her daughter’s play. 

4. The weather in Florida is usually hot for most of the year. 

5. This old chess game was given to me by my grandfather. 

6. The blue fish splashed happily down the river.

7. My brother won second place in the science fair. 

8. Chaim and Yehuda dressed up as soldiers for Purim.

9. Five boys in my class stayed up on Shavuous night.

10. Raizel made a lot of money babysitting in her bungalow colony. 

Write a complete sentence. Be sure to include a subject and predicate. 

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________
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1.3   4 Types of Sentences and their Punctuation

In order for sentences to be written well, they must have the correct punctuation. 

There are four types of sentences: Interrogative, Exclamatory, 
Imperative and Declarative. 

Below is the description of the four types of sentences and how they are 
punctuated.

Interrogative sentence: 
An interrogative sentence is a question. Every interrogative sentence ends in a 
question mark. Many interrogative sentences start with one of these question 
words: who, what, when, where, how, or why.

Example:
1. What time is it? 
2. How are you doing today?

Exclamatory sentence: 
An exclamatory sentence is a sentence with a lot of feeling and strong emotion. 
Every exclamatory sentence ends with an exclamation point.

Example: 
1. The cholent is hot!
2. The drive to the mountains was so long!

Imperative sentence: 
An imperative sentence gives a command. A command asks or tells people to 
do things. Every imperative sentence ends with a period.

Example: 
1. Please raise your hand if you have a question.
2. Do not take the train tonight.

Declarative sentence: 
A declarative sentence declares or states something. It is the most common 
type of sentence. Every declarative sentence ends with a period.

Example: 
1. This is an example of a declarative sentence.
2. I didn’t take a cookie from the cookie jar.
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Practice 1.3 

Identify the sentence type: 
Interrogative, Exclamatory, Imperative, or Declarative. 

1. Where do you daven on Shabbos? _____________________________________

2. I daven at Rabbi Levin’s shul. _____________________________________

3. What time is Shachris there? _____________________________________

4. Shachris is at 8:00am. _____________________________________

5. Save me a seat near you so we can sit together. _______________________

6. That davening was great! _____________________________________

7. When is mincha? _____________________________________

8. Mincha is after the shiur that Rabbi Levin gives. _______________________

9. Can you pick me up on your way? _____________________________________

10. I will be at your house at around 5:00pm. ______________________________

Practice writing the 4 types of sentences: 

Write an interrogative sentence about Pesach.  _______________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

Write an exclamatory sentence about Shavuous. _____________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

Write an imperative sentence about Rosh Hashana. __________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

Write a declarative sentence about Sukkos.  __________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________
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1.4   End-of-Sentence Punctuation 

When writing the four types of sentences, it’s important to use the correct end 
of sentence punctuation. 

Punctuation marks tell the reader how your sentences should be 
read, and add meaning. 

Errors in punctuation, including omissions (things left out), or using the wrong 
punctuation mark, will cause the meaning of your sentence to be different than 
what you intended. It can also make it difficult for the reader to understand 
what you have written.

For example:  
School will be closed tomorrow!
School will be closed tomorrow?
School will be closed tomorrow.

Explain how the meaning of each sentence changes based on how it is 

punctuated. ___________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________
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Practice 1.4 

Fill in the missing punctuation marks to complete each sentence. If the clause 
is a fragment, write ‘F’ for fragment.

1. I play goalie when there is a hockey game ___

2. Wasn’t this supposed to be ___

3. That flight was bumpy ___

4. What day does camp start ___

5. Finish the assignment before you start the extra credit ___

On the first line, fill in the missing punctuation. On the second line, identify the 
sentence type; Interrogative, Exclamatory, Imperative, or Declarative. 

1. What parsha is this Shabbos ___                                   _____________________

2. Meir scored the winning shot at the game ___             ____________________

3. Please come on time to class ___                                  _____________________

4. Rochel is the tallest in her class ___                              _____________________

5. This is the best class ever ___                                         _____________________
 

Why is punctuation so important for writing correctly?

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________
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1.5   Review

Let’s review the skills we have learned so far. Once you have mastered 
these concepts, you will be one step closer to becoming a competent 
writer.

Circle the subject, and underline the predicate.

1. Eli, Tzviki and I ran to the park before it closed.

2. My family went to the zoo on Chol Hamoed.

3. Both teams had to shake hands when color war ended. 

4. My second cousins live in Yerushalayim.

5. Chaim did not sing or dance at the Mesiba. 

• An imperative sentence ends in a ___

• An interrogative sentence ends in a ___ 

• An exclamatory sentence ends in a ___

• A declarative sentence ends in a ___

Fill in the missing punctuation marks to complete each sentence. If the clause 
is a fragment, write ‘F’ for fragment.

1. The spelling test is today__                                                          _____________

2. Leah had to stop and ask for directions__                                _____________

3. That shnitzel was so good__                                                        _____________

4. Why isn’t the house__                                                                  ______________

5. When you finish clearing the table, please clean the dishes__ _____________

30
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1.6   Run-on sentences

A run-on sentence is made up of a string of sentences that run on 
and on without correct punctuation. 

Example of a run-on sentence: 
Yosef likes to draw he drew a picture of his house.

Practice: 

Write run-on or correct after each sentence.

1. I had a dream it was about dancing horses. ________________

2. We can’t go to the park, because it is under construction. _____________

3. His paintings hang in museums I’m going to see them. ________

4. My cousins are coming for Shabbos. 

They are bringing their toys _________

5. My computer stopped working I think it is broken. ____________

There are two ways of correcting a run-on sentence. 

Correction method #1: 
Split the thought into two independent sentences, and fill in the correct 
punctuation.

Run-on sentence:
Yosef likes to draw he drew a picture of his house.
Correct sentence: 
Yosef likes to draw. He drew a picture of his house. 
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Practice 1.6 

Repair the following run-on sentences by making them into two independent 
sentences. Make sure to fill in the correct punctuation.

1. Rachel can I borrow your book it looks interesting.  

____________________________________________________________________________

2.  I like animals cats are my favorite. 

____________________________________________________________________________

3.  What do you want to do today I want to go to the park. 

____________________________________________________________________________

4. I am hungry I will make a sandwich 

____________________________________________________________________________

5. Suri and Yehudis stayed up late to cook for Shabbos they made  
Cholent and baked cookies. 

____________________________________________________________________________
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1.7   Run-on sentences 

Correction method #2:
Insert a comma followed by a coordinating conjunction to make it into a 
compound sentence.

A compound sentence is a sentence with two or more independent 
clauses that have related ideas and are joined together using a 
coordinating conjunction. 

Keep in mind, an independent clause is a complete thought that 
contains a subject and predicate, and can stand on its own as a 
sentence.

There are 7 coordinating conjunctions. An easy way to remember these 
coordinating conjunctions is with the following acronym.
FANBOYS: For, And, Nor, But, Or, Yet, So

Look as the examples below to see how these conjunctions are used to combine 
two independent clauses. Remember to put a comma before the conjunction.

For explains a reason (just like because) 
1. I go to the park everyday, for I love to practice shooting hoops.
2. I was tired, for I stayed up all night helping my mother clean for Pesach.
3. I was late to school, for my bus broke down.

And adds information
1. On the first day of chol hamoed we’ll go boating, and on the second 

day we’ll go bike riding. 
2. On Monday we’ll have a review, and on Tuesday we’ll take the test. 
3. I like football, and I like hockey.

Nor combines two negative ideas into one sentence. The second part starts 
with with nor.  
1. He has never done his homework, nor does he try.
2. He never comes to hockey practice, nor does he listen to the coach.
3. He doesn’t like tea, nor does he like coffee.
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But shows a difference
1. He liked the meal, but he didn’t like the desert.
2. The beach is a lot of fun, but the mountains are even better.
3. I went to the grocery store, but I forgot to get milk. 

Or presents a choice
1. You can get a doll house, or you can get a scooter. 
2. You can have fish sticks for supper, or you can have leftover chicken. 
3. You can take the test first thing in the morning, or you can take the 

test right after lunch. 

Yet shows a contrast. It has a similar meaning to ‘but, and means ‘despite 
that’ or ‘regardless of that’ 
1. He sets his alarm clock every morning, yet he still wakes up late. 
2. We have so many games and toys at home, yet we’re always bored.
3. I always study hard, yet I never got a 90 on any test. 

So indicates an effect or result (actions taken)
1. I want to win the Mishnayos contest, so I will study Mishnayos every 

night for an hour. 
2. She studied with a tutor, so she passed the test. 
3. I left my pen at home, so I borrowed one from my friend. 

1.7 Continued

Continued
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Practice 1.7A 

Correct the following run-on sentences by inserting a comma plus one of the 
coordinating conjunctions listed above.

1. Let’s make compound sentences let’s see what we can come up with. 

 ____________________________________________________________________________

2. For my afikoman present I got a basketball hoop I really wanted a new 

bike. 

 ____________________________________________________________________________  

 ____________________________________________________________________________

3. He does not like exercise he walks two miles everyday to get to school. 

 ____________________________________________________________________________

4. It was cold outside I got my warmest coat. 

 ____________________________________________________________________________

5. At the wedding there was no meat there was chicken. 

 ____________________________________________________________________________  
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Remember, only independent clauses that have a relationship should 
be combined with a coordinating conjunction.

Example 1: 
I like chocolate cake, and I like cheese cake.
Example 2: 
I like chocolate cake, and my fish died.

The two independent clauses in the first sentence can be combined because 
they are related. The second sentence is incorrect because those two clauses 
are not related. 

Keep in mind that coordinating conjunctions can also join together 
words and phrases. In these cases, we don’t use a comma. 

Examples:
1. I eat oatmeal and eggs for breakfast. 
2. We can go bike riding at the park or by the lake. 

30
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Practice 1.7B 

Generate sentences using coordinating conjunctions.

1. For  ________________________________________________________________________

 ____________________________________________________________________________

2. And  _______________________________________________________________________

 ____________________________________________________________________________

3. Nor  _______________________________________________________________________

 ____________________________________________________________________________

4. But  _______________________________________________________________________

 ____________________________________________________________________________

5. Or  ________________________________________________________________________

 ____________________________________________________________________________

6. Yet  ________________________________________________________________________

 ____________________________________________________________________________

7. So _________________________________________________________________________  

 ____________________________________________________________________________
 
Correct the following run-on sentences, using one of the correction methods 
we learned.

1. I do not want to do my homework I do not want to study for my History quiz. 

 ____________________________________________________________________________

 ____________________________________________________________________________

2. I am not hungry I will eat dessert anyways.  _______________________________

 ____________________________________________________________________________

3. He did not study for his test he got a 100. _________________________________

30
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4. I have to go to sleep now I need to wake up early for shacharis.  __________  

 ____________________________________________________________________________

5. My neighbor had a baby we babysat her children for a whole week.  ______  

 ____________________________________________________________________________

6. I want to eat another danish im afraid I’ll get a stomach ache.  ____________

 ____________________________________________________________________________  

7. You can get a board game you can get a train set. _________________________

 ____________________________________________________________________________

8. I practice so much can’t hit a home run. ___________________________________

 ____________________________________________________________________________

9. I do not feel well I do not want to go to the doctor. ________________________

 ____________________________________________________________________________

10. The weatherman predicted a blizzard for tomorrow I hope school will be 

cancelled.  _________________________________________________________________  

 ____________________________________________________________________________
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1.8   Adjectives

After learning and reviewing how to write complete sentences, you are now 
ready to add descriptive details. This will paint a vivid picture in your reader’s 
minds, and will make your sentences more creative and interesting.

Adjectives are words that describe nouns and pronouns. They 
describe how someone or something looks (color, shape, size), smells, 
tastes, sounds and feels. Adjectives can also describe an amount and 
emotions. 

Take a look at the sentences below:
Sentence 1: My shirt has a stain
Sentence 2: My new white shirt has a big grape juice stain.

Explain the difference between these two sentences, once adjectives were 
added.

________________________________________________________________________________  

________________________________________________________________________________

Adjectives can describe how a noun :
looks...

• color - blue, ruby, silver, gold, silver, beige
• shape - round, flat, curved, curly, oval, square
• size - tiny, heavy, enormous, thick, small, large

smells...
• burnt, fresh, spoiled, perfumed, moldy, fishy

tastes...
• salty, spicy, sweet, sour, raw, bitter

sounds...
• whisper, boom, roar, screech, musical, noisy

feels...
• bumpy, rough, hairy, slippery, wet, icy

Adjectives can also describe:
• amount - four, seven, several, few, zero, many 
• feelings - angry, friendly, shocked, hopeful, annoyed, sad

30
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Practice 1.8 

Add adjectives to the following sentences to make them more descriptive.

1. My niece baked a cake for a party. _________________________________________

 ____________________________________________________________________________

2. My mother baked a kugel for supper. ______________________________________

 ____________________________________________________________________________

3. I built shelves for my room. ________________________________________________

 ____________________________________________________________________________

4. I enjoyed the music at the party. ___________________________________________

 ____________________________________________________________________________

5. He bought a suit for his Bar Mitzva. ________________________________________

 ____________________________________________________________________________

Complete this graphic organizer using adjectives.
Topic: wedding 

Put these details into full sentences and write a small paragraph about the 

wedding.  _____________________________________________________________________  

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________
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1.9   Synonyms 

Another way to enhance your writing is to incorporate synonyms. Using 
synonyms correctly will transform your writing from boring to exciting, and 
will help you avoid repeating the same words. 

A synonym is a word that means exactly or nearly the same as another 
word. 

Examples of synonyms for big are: 
huge, gigantic, large, tremendous, and enormous
Examples of synonyms for happy are: 
excited, joyful, content, delighted and glad

Take a look at the following sentences. 
Her hair and clothing were wet because she got caught in the rain without 
an umbrella. 
Her hair was soaked and her clothing were drenched because she got 
caught in a downpour without an umbrella.

Identify which sentence created the clearest image. Explain why.

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

When editing your work, think about improving your word choice by 
using synonyms. A great way to find synonyms is by using a thesaurus.
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Practice 1.9 

On the lines below, write synonyms for each word.

Big                                   said                              ran

__________                       _________                       _________

__________                       _________                       _________

__________                       _________                       _________

pretty                              awesome                     yell

__________                       __________                      _________

__________                       __________                      _________

__________                       __________                      _________

Fill in the blanks with synonyms from your list above.

Yesterday we moved into our __________ new house. It was much __________ 

than our old one. Down the block there is a garden with many __________ 

flowers. It looked so ________! I saw some kids ____________ down the street 

playing ball. It looked like they were having a __________ time. I can’t wait to 

live here! 

30



23CHAPTER 1: SENTENCE WRITING SKILLS

1.10   Writing practice

The past two lessons have been about incorporating adjectives and synonyms 
in your writing. 
To review these skills, write a paragraph about ‘My School’ Be sure to include 
many descriptive details to give your reader a vivid image of what it’s like to 
be a student in your school. Try to use as many synonyms as you can to make 
your paragraph interesting to the reader. 

                                       

Title: My School 

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________  

________________________________________________________________________________  

________________________________________________________________________________  

________________________________________________________________________________  

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

I saw I felt I heard I smelled I tasted


